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MSHA looks forward to a continued partnership
with mine operators, independent contractors,
miners, and other interested parties. Together we
can make significant strides toward reducing the
fatalities, injuries and illnesses that have been as-

sociated with work performed by independent -

contractors at the Nation’s mines.

For additional information pertaining to MSHA’s
regulations, policies, and initiatives, as well as

relevant MSHA forms, visit our website at
http:/ /www.msha.gov.

For additional information on training materials
call (304) 256-3257 or visit our website at
http://www.msha.gov.

Responsibilities of
Independent Contractors ¢ &,
Working on Mine

Property

Best Practice Series
BP-67

Independent contractors perform a wide variety

of tasks at mines throughout the country. These

activities significantly affect the health and safety
of independent contractors’ employees, as well as
the health and safety of other miners working on
mine property. Many independent contractor
employees have been killed while wotking on
mine property and many injured. In an effott to
improve working conditions at the Nation’s
mines, the Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion (MSHA) has undertaken an initiative that
concentrates on contractor activities that create
the greatest potential hazards. To achieve the goal
of improved health and safety for all miners, it is
essential that independent contractors ate aware
of their obligations under the Federal Mine Safety
and Health Act of 1977 (Mine Act), and that inde-
pendent contractors .work with mine: operators,
MSHA, and others in the mining community to
identify and eliminate hazardous conditions.

Compliance with Health and Safety Standards —
Independent contractors are specifically ident-
fied as mine “operators” under the Mine Act.
Thus, independent contractors who perform set-
vices at a mine must comply with the relevant

health and safety standards which apply to the
work that they are performing. These health and

U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
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